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On the other hand the extent to which Comenius giasped
the modern scientific spirit is evidenced by his use of the
term "ideas." This he used in true Platonic sense and with
quite as scholastic a method as any Schoolman of the Middle
Ages. While in the last of these aphorisms he expressed an
approval of the inductive method of Bacon, he in reality has
little sympathy with the experimental method. At least,
while it might answer for purely natural knowledge, he held
it to be insufficient for his Pansofhia, which dealt with the
whole universe. The truth was that Comenius was a theo-
logian and applied in his scientific thinking the methods of a
theologian. Although he sought to give natural phenomena
a different treatment, and in his arrangement of them in his
text-books he did succeed in following the inductive plan,
yet foi the most part he used merely the method of analogy
instead of experimentation and usually demonstrated a his-
torical or scientific as well as theological point by quotation
of Scripture.
The English friends of Comenius urged him, as the only
man capable of undertaking such a work, to organize and
conduct a school similar to " Solomon's House" as described
in Bacon's New Atlantis. In fact, it was for some such pur-
pose that Comenius went to England in 1641, and Parliament,
which had summoned him, would have granted him the sup-
port and the school had not the Irish rebellion and later the
Puritan revolt broken out. The most important work on
pansophy attempted by Comenius was destroyed in manu-
script in 1657, so that we have merely his text-books and his
descriptive writings on this subject. Some of his later works
on the subject were completed by his assistants after his
death. His life's ideal was the reorganization of human
knowledge to serve, in connection with a universal language
constructed artificially, as a basis for the reorganization of
human society. This was destined to remain unfulfilled. His
persistent efforts coward its realization resulted only in arous-